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AETN My Source 
campaign
The Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting (CPB) awarded 
AETN a $4,000 grant to carry out 
a My Source campaign, which 
illustrates how AETN impacts the 
lives of our viewers. Interviewees 
have included author Charlaine 
Harris, Sen. David Pryor, country 
singer Tracy Lawrence, University 
of Arkansas Chancellor David 
Gearhart and more. AETN also  
received a CPB My Source 
Community Impact Award for 
Education that included an 
additional $2,000 grant.

AETN Family Day in 
Springdale
AETN partnered with the Jones 
Center for Families in Springdale 
for AETN Family Day during 
the center’s Spring Break 
Celebration. Children were 
treated to activities with PBS 
Kids favorites Curious George, 
WordGirl, Maya & Miguel and 
Clifford the Big Red Dog.

Beyond Broadcast
AETN hosts community outreach events, brings relevant broadcast programs to life, 
and creates a rich online experience to encourage Arkansans to be a part of our public 
broadcasting family.

www.aetn.org 
redesigned
A new Web site launched in 
January with a social media 
experience to keep users curious 
and engaged. Follow us on 
Facebook and Twitter.

We Shall Remain 
Community Outreach
AETN partnered with the Historic 
Arkansas Museum and the 
Sequoyah Research Center at 
UALR to provide community 
outreach around the PBS series 
We Shall Remain. AETN hosted 
an exhibit featuring the world-class 
collection of contemporary Native 
American artwork thanks to Dr. J. 
W. Wiggins.

Protecting Arkansas’s 
Seniors
AETN received a grant for $8,700 
from the National Center for 
Media Engagement to implement 
the production and outreach 
initiative Protecting the Health and 
Finances of Arkansas’s Seniors. 

The National Parks
AETN hosted a summit for 60 
attendees including Arkansas 
State Parks and Tourism, the 
National Park Service (NPS) and 
other key partners to discuss 
a statewide partnership to 
encourage Arkansans to get out 
and enjoy the Natural State in 
celebration of Ken Burns’ The 
National Parks: America’s Best 
Idea. A parks passport program 
was launched with bookmarks 
mailed to all Arkansas students 
(500,000). Other activities 
included: Meet Me in the Park 
events at Arkansas’s NPS sites, 
with more than 8,000 attendees; a 
photo contest; and an interactive 
micro-site, www.aetn.org/parks.

Portfolio Day 2009
Arkansas high school juniors and 
seniors looking for careers in fine 
arts met with regional college 
representatives during Portfolio 
Day 2009.
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AETN Technology and 
Operations highlights 
from Fiscal 2009

AETN transmitters KAFT/
Fayetteville, KEMV/Mountain 
View and KTEJ/Jonesboro were 
knocked off the air in January due 
to massive power outages from ice 
storms, forcing AETN to terminate 
the analog broadcast signals 
at KTEJ and reduce the analog 
broadcast of KEMV. This disaster 
coincided with the termination of 
the KETS/Little Rock analog and 
digital signals in order to make 
final preparations for the transition 
to digital-only broadcasting. 

Technology and Operations
Technology and operations keep AETN on the air, 
operating at peak efficiency and connected internally. 
The DTV transition from analog to 100 percent digital 
broadcasting was completed in June 2009. The 
conversion stations appear as the same line up:
 KETS 2, KEMV 6, KETG 9, KAFT 13, KTEJ 19, KETZ 12.

AETN received maximization 
construction permits from the FCC 
to increase broadcast power, in 
turn providing viewers a more 
robust signal, at KEMV DT, KETG 
DT, KAFT DT and KTEJ DT.

Video codecs were installed in 
the State Capitol and the AETN 
studio in Conway to provide 
video transports between the two 
facilities, allowing AETN to provide 
live coverage from the Capitol.

AETN provided a live Web cast of 
the presidential inauguration for 
K-12 schools and state agencies in 
Arkansas. This set a record for an 
AETN live Web cast.

Technology grants for 
Fiscal 2009
• AETN was awarded $45,000 
from the American Archive Pilot 
Program that will allow PBS 
stations to archive any locally-
produced video containing 
footage about civil rights and/or 
materials produced for programs 
surrounding Ken Burns’ The War 
series into a digital format for the 
public’s use.

• AETN received $155,000 grants 
each for KAFT and KETG, which 
required a match of about $55,000 
each.

• AETN was approved for a nearly 
$600,000 USDA Rural Utility 
grant that will be used to upgrade 
and expand broadcast coverage 
for KEMV DT in north central 
Arkansas.

• A U.S. Department of Commerce 
grant was awarded to obtain 
master control switching 
equipment to upgrade to High 
Definition service. The $56,176 
grant will be a 50-50 (federal to 
local) match toward a $112,352 
total project.
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AETN Foundation

AETN Foundation concerts for the fiscal year included:
Celtic Thunder at Verizon Arena on November 17, 2008, 
with approximately 800 members attending. Doo Wop in 
Concert at Robinson Center Music Hall on April 18, 2009, 
with approximately 600 members attending. Celtic Woman at 
Verizon Arena on June 27, 2009, with approximately 1,100 
members attending.

AETN Foundation 
Facts for Fiscal 2009

Two underwriting account 
executives joined the 
Foundation team in 
the later part of the 
fiscal year and in six 
months proceeded to 
increase programming 
support by adding 13 
new underwriters and 
significantly increasing 
funding through renewals.

The Foundation also 
oversees volunteers 
and agency interns, 
who provide valuable 
assistance in overall 
operations.  There were 
424 volunteers providing 
6,115 hours of support, 
and 15 interns earning 
1,669 hours of work 
experience.

AETN Foundation was 
one of the five finalists in 
the NonProfit category of 
the Arkansas Business of 
the Year Awards, and was 
honored at the dinner on 
February 24, 2009.

The AETN Magazine was 
launched December 2008, 
replacing the previous 
program guide with a 
new format and agency 
information. 

AETN Foundation Concerts

The AETN Foundation exists 
to raise the funds necessary 
to support AETN’s mission of 
enhancing lives through trusted 
public television programs 
and educational services. The 
Foundation provides Arkansans 
opportunities to connect with 
the only statewide public media 
outlet by becoming a financial 
donor, corporate or foundation 
partner, volunteer or by other 
means of giving. The AETN 
Foundation builds relationships 
between AETN, donors, and 
viewers and is committed 
to being a transparent and 
accountable steward of private 
financial support.

The Foundation ended the FY 
2009 having raised $1,808,519 
from membership, Ambassadors 
Circle donors, foundation grants, 
corporate underwriting and 
special events.  These funds are 
used to purchase the primetime 
and weekend programming that 
airs on AETN, and helps support 
local program creation.

During the March 2009 
membership campaign, AETN 
Foundation welcomed Grammy 
Award winning songwriter/
producer David Foster, pianist 
William Joseph and singer Renee 
Olstead into the studios. 

Clockwise from top left:  Foundation 
Staff with members of Celtic Thunder; 
The Shirelles; concert goers meet and 
greet members of Celtic Woman
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 Revenues: Combined  Total
   Corporation for Public Broadcasting grants 1,790,917
   Contributions 1,588,247
   State funds 5,245,091
   Federal grants 186,180
   Other grants, sales and reimbursements 538,555
   Capital projects funding 0
   Project and Production income 4,196,432
   Interest & investment income (75,803)
   In-kind contributions: 
      Appraisals 104,245
      Professional services 315,230
        Total Revenues 13,889,094

 Expenditures: 
   Program Services: 
      Programming and production 7,116,138
      Promotion 900,005
      Engineering and information technology 3,118,050
        Total Program Services 11,134,193

   Support Services: 
      Development and fundraising 1,035,884
      Management and general 1,141,517
        Total Support Services 2,177,401
 Total Expenditures 13,311,594

 Excess Revenues Over (Under) Expenditures 577,500
 Net Assets - June 30, 2007 12,120,591
            Net Assets before adjustments 12,698,091

 Adjustments: 
   Equipment acquisitions (2,271,468)
   Equipment deletions 0
   Other financing sources (uses) 13,979
   Unexpended balance of state appropriations 
      not carried forward to subsequent year (14,180)
 Net Assets - June 30, 2009 10,426,422

 Audited by Arkansas Bureau of Legislative Audit  
and the CPA firm of Conner and Sartain
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