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Editing My Life 

People ask us all the time, “Are you guys sisters?” We just look at each other and start 

laughing. I have never really seen my mom as different. She is definitely unique and something 

else completely, but she’s no different than this person’s forty-year-old mom or that person’s 

fifty-year-old mom. She is simply my mom. She has clothed me, sheltered me, fed me, and cared 

for me in every way, just like any “normal” mom. She is phenomenal. My mom has been 

through hell and back. “A Mother’s Love” not only depicts the love she has for me, but it shows 

a glimpse of the journey that has made us both who we are today.  

I chose to edit my documentary in a manner that first builds up the story without overtly 

stating that it is about my mom’s first pregnancy, emphasizing the fact that everyone was 

initially worried and terrified of my grandpa’s reaction. I thought that it helped keep the audience 

wondering for a brief moment. I used little b-roll in the parts of my grandpa’s interview so as to 

not take away from the passion and emotion in his words. I then laid it all out through my mom’s 

anecdotes and b-roll, which consisted of baby pictures, pregnancy pictures, and present-day 

pictures. I cued the piano music where I deemed it appropriate, and I wrapped it all up with a 

personal message that looks like a personal vlog. It does contrast from the rest of the video 

quality, but that was the effect I wanted it to have. The ending reinforces that this teenage mom, 



who no one thought would be able to even conquer the task, did so and did it  well, and she 

actually created a hardworking, independent, and decent human being.  

I am really proud of the way my documentary turned out. Since the beginning of the year, 

my teacher, Mr. Slaton, told us to have an idea of what we would produce our documentary on. I 

instantly told him that I'd be doing mine on my mom. I couldn't wait for the second semester to 

begin. It's my first year in his class or in a class like his at all, and creating my film immersed me 

even more into the class. It really is a lot of fun. The film also helped me connect on a deeper 

level with my family. There were many things said in the interviews that I had known nothing 

about prior to filming. I felt like a paleontologist discovering dinosaur bones. It made me more 

appreciative of my mom and all she has done for me.  

My mom is a single mom of four, and she works as a cosmetologist and esthetician at 

Entanglements Salon here in Hot Springs, Arkansas. She had me, her first child, at only fifteen. 

My siblings are all younger than me, so I help my mom out a lot with them at home. I have been 

working a part-time job as a hostess at Jose’s for about two and a half years now in order to help 

and carry my own weight as well. I do this all while balancing homework from my various AP 

classes and keeping a smile on my face. I’ll be the first person in my family to attend college, so 

I am pretty excited to see where my life takes me.  

Being the daughter of immigrants has not been easy, and having a young mom hasn't 

made it any easier. I haven't been pushed to my limits— I’ve been pushed far past them. Life has 

definitely been a struggle, but I always remind myself that I am so lucky to have the life I have. 

Creating and editing this documentary about my mom helped open my eyes even more to the 

struggles she had to face and conquer, and it has furthered my motivation even more to obtain a 



degree and become successful for her and for my family. The Thea Foundation Scholarship 

would help me pursue my college education at the University of Central Arkansas. Much like I 

have edited this film, I am in the process of editing my life: My mom didn't have the opportunity 

to go to an actual college for a real degree, but I do, and I want to take advantage of that 

opportunity. 


