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The Visitation in Consideration for the Thea Foundation Scholarship 

The Visitation is a screenplay about a semi-utopian town where Arin, a young 

protagonist, discovers a secret about his town that drives him to do something irrational, that 

could be detrimental to everyone and everything in his life, but is necessary to him. This script is 

inspired by the philosophical short story by Ursula LeGuin, “The Ones Who Walked Away From 

Omelas”, and incorporates many philosophical concepts such as the “Allegory of the Cave” by 

Plato. The Visitation is a journey through personal morality, scapegoatism, and blissful 

ignorance, that will have the audience question society as a whole and themselves as well. 

I was inspired to write The Visitation whenever I was at Arkansas Governor's School, and 

we read ‘The Ones Who Walked Away From Omelas” and the “Allegory of the Cave” as part of 

our curriculum. “The Ones Who Walked Away From Omelas” had encapsulated my mind, and it 

made me think immensely. I wanted to take this story and capture it the way I envisioned it in 

my head. The town seems to be a utopia, one that's very crisp and clean, although they hold 

something that is completely the opposite. Accomplishing this image through a script was most 

important to me, and I feel as though I came very close to accomplishing this image. I also 

wanted the audience to think about many of the points I thought about when reading the story, 

and I think I accomplished that as well. I started working on this script in August and worked on 

it for five months until I completed the final draft in December. 



 
Ashley 2 

I think that The Visitation should be considered for this scholarship because of the 

amount of thought and work put into it. I conducted in-depth research about certain philosophical 

concepts to apply them to the plot. I also spent time carefully working on characterization, and 

forming each character  so that they complement each other in the story, as well as have 

symbolic meaning to the overall theme of the script. The amount of time, effort, and work put 

into making this script shows how meticulously I worked on it, and the time was well worth it. 

Every choice I made in this script was intentional, and had good reasoning. Not only that, this 

isn’t the traditional script with a narrative plot structure, but its archetypical, and chronicles a 

“hero’s journey”, although it is ultimately ends abruptly. Outside of this, making The Visitation 

helped me grow not only as a writer, but as a person. I had to do a great deal of self-discussion 

about my own morality and position in society compared to others, and through this, I learned 

many lessons and things about myself. I also have improved my screenwriting skills in terms of 

dialogue and formatting, which I will cherish throughout my career in writing.  

But in all, I want The Visitation to be considered for the scholarship for the messages it 

holds about privileged positions in society, and the way they either choose to ignore those who 

are lower caste and may not even be aware of it, or blatantly ostracize those who may be 

presumed as “lower”. The Visitation is a script that will fully submerse the audience mentally, 

and the goal of the film is to make the audience think about the many aspects of it, putting 

themselves into the position of the characters, and questioning the film and applying it their own 

lives, sense of morality and society as a whole.  


