
Thea Scholarship 
 

Eureka Springs – Crescent Hotel 
 

 

 Everyone needs to take a moment to smell the roses.  Not being one of my strong suits, I find it 

difficult to pry my attention away from whatever project I’m working on at the time. Learning Adobe 

Premiere and After Effects was no different than many of those projects: suddenly, my time was filled 

with countless tutorials, one sided arguments with the computer, and a fair share of failures. After 

Adobe and I saw one another eye to eye, the process of creating the mini-documentary began. The 

piece evolved from a side project into one that I was deeply invested. Quickly, an appreciation for the 

art of storytelling grew stronger. This project has helped me recognize new ways of being a storyteller - 

something that will always be valuable - it has proved to me that I am capable of the next step in life, 

and taught me a host of new skills along the way.  

 A goal that is constantly set throughout my work is to learn something and to improve. At the 

outset, the intention was not to become a better storyteller, but to learn the softwares and techniques 

for video production which were available to me. While my relationship with adobe was not entirely 

amicable, we managed. I came to understand how a story could be told through quiet sounds, subtle 

color grading, and other sub textual elements, even though I haven’t mastered these skills yet. The 

power of tone in a setting became much clearer. These small changes make up an entirely unique 

avenue of storytelling which I consider extremely effective.  

 To create something of quality, other methods of storytelling must be utilized: framing footage 

to highlight the importance of a subject allows the creator to better communicate a message. Suddenly 

one must explore their surroundings with more curiosity than the native people and gain an 

understanding of the relationships and nuances around them.   The process of creating this piece 

necessitated that special awareness of the surroundings. In Eureka, the natural beauty and the 

separation it has from the outside world became clear. Then, a creator can communicate with a whole 

new method, highlighting the aspects which further their story and create a feeling of place.  

 Like so many other things, working through this piece would give so many opportunities to learn 

whether they’re obvious initially or not: you only have to be open to them. The experience had the side 

effect of forcing me out of my everyday life, giving me more freedom to share and reflect. I learned even 

more about my closest friend who shared the long trips to Eureka with me, shared a host of experiences 

with her, and was reminded to appreciate whatever time I have left with her. Outside of the constant 

toil of school and my jobs, I remembered to value every second of my time. More than ever my goal was 
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to be a success of my own definition. To lead a life where I truly appreciate the people who mattered 

and the experiences that come with them. To use my life to make whatever positive impact I can: big or 

small. Such a small project refocused my priorities, giving me a clearer perspective and so I aim to make 

room in my life for projects like these. 

 With my cleared perspective came a comforting confidence. Not only had this project taught me 

a host of new skills including using tools like our school’s drone, powerful softwares, and new means of 

communication, but I had proven to myself I could handle college. I was able to budget my money for 

food, gas, and lodging and make a trip over five hours from home without an issue. One less barrier now 

stands between me and the right college.   

 To always learn is incredibly important. This little documentary showed me how powerful these 

new avenues of storytelling were and I began to learn how to apply these methods. Not only did I learn 

to be a better storyteller but I was reminded of what matters on a much larger scale and to foster a 

newfound confidence in myself. With any luck, incorporating projects like these into my life and work 

will help me to occasionally pump the brakes and smell the roses.   

 


